
Men of Homebuilders – Wednesday Breakfast Discussion Group 
Spring, 2005 – New Testament Study 
Week s 1 & 2 – January 5th and 12th, 2005 

Chapter 1 
An Overview of the New Testament 
Key Themes      1 
What Is the New Testament?     2 
The New Testament and the Hebrew Bible   3 
The Septuagint      6 
The Language and Literature of the New Testament  6  
Formation of the New Testament Canon    10 
Summary 15 Questions for Discussion and Reflection 16 Terms and Concepts to Remember  16 
 
Week s 3 & 4 – January 19th and 26th, 2005 

Chapter 2 
How the New Testament Was Handed Down to Us 
Key Themes       18 
Transmitting the New Testament Texts    18 
English Translations      21 
Summary 27 Questions for Discussion and Reflection 28 Terms and Concepts to Remember  28 
 
Week s 5 & 6 – February 2nd and 9th, 2005 

Chapter 5 
The Diverse World of First-Century ]udaisms 
Key Themes       63 
First-Century Jewish Diversity     63 
The Messiah: First-Century Expectations   72 
Messianic Claimants Before and After Jesus   74 
Summary 76 Questions for Discussion and Reflection 78 Terms and Concepts to Remember  78 
 
Week s 7 & 8 – February 16th and 23rd, 2005 

Chapter 13 
Paul: Apostle to the Nations 
Key Themes       259 
Seeking the Historical Paul     260 
The Historical Reliability of Acts    260 
Paul's Experience of the Risen Jesus    262 
Dating Paul's Career      262 
Paul's Letters       265 
Paul's Major Assumptions and Concerns    267 
Summary 269 Questions for Discussion and Reflection 269 Terms and Concepts to Remember  269 
 



Week s 9 & 10 – March 2nd and 9th, 2005 

Chapter 14  
Unity, Freedom, and Christ's Return: Paul's Letters to Thessalonica and Corinth 
Key Themes  271  
First Letter to the Thessalonians    272 
First Letter to the Corinthians     274 
Second Letter to the Corinthians    281 
Summary 283 Questions for Discussion and Reflection 284 Terms and Concepts to Remember  284 
 
Week s 11 & 12 – March 23rd and 30th, 2005 

Chapter 15 
Freedom from Law and justification by Faith: Galatians and Romans 
Key Themes       286 
An Angry Letter to the "Stupid" Galatians   287 
Letter to the Romans      290 
Summary 296 Questions for Discussion and Reflection 297 Terms and Concepts to Remember  297 
 
Week s 13 & 14 – April 6th and 13th, 2005 

Chapter 16 

Letters from Prison: Philippians and Philemon 
Key Themes       298 
Place of Origin       298 
Letter to the Philippians      299 
Letter to Philemon      302 
Paul's Lasting Influence      303 
Summary 306 Questions for Discussion and Reflection 307 Terms and Concepts to Remember  307 
 
Week s 15 & 16 – April 20th and 27th, 2005 

Chapter 17  
Continuing the Pauline Tradition: 2 Thessalonians, Colossians, Ephesians, and the Pastoral Epistles 
Key Themes       308 
The Problem of Pseudonymity     309 
Second Letter to the Thessalonians    309 
A Disputed Letter to the Colossians    311 
Letter to the Ephesians      313 
The Pastorals: Letters to Timothy and Titus   315 
The Pastor's Contribution     319 
Summary 319 Questions for Discussion and Reflection 319 Terms and Concepts to Remember  320 


